United States Patent 9
Uchida

5,067,573
Nov. 26, 1991

(111 Patent Number:
(451 Date of Patent:

[54] HAND-WRITING INPUT APPARATUS
[75] Inventor: Hiroshi Uchida, Kanagawa, Japan
[73] Assignee: Sony Corporation, Tokyo, Japan

[21] Appl No.: 633,666

[22] Filed: Dec. 26, 1990
[‘30] Foreign Application Priority Data

Dec. 27, 1989 [JP] Japan .....venennienennennn 1-344626
[51] Imt. Cl5 GO08C 21/00
[52] U.S. CL 178/18; 382/69
[58] Field of Search ................. 178/18, 19, 20; 382/1,

382/69

[56] References Cited
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
4,927,986 5/1990 Daly 178/18
4,973,900 11/1990 Sindeband et al. .......cccreveueeee 178/18
4,988,836 1/1991 MUITay ...ccocevmemencenunnsereccesenes 178/18

Primary Examiner—Stafford D. Schreyer
Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Hill, Van Santen, Stzadman &
Simpson

[57] ABSTRACT

An electronic tablet which receives handwritten input
via an input pen, including a receptacle for the pen and
a detector operative to detect the presence of the pen in
the receptacle. Preferably, a warning signal generator is
also provided to generate, at appropriate times, a warn-
ing signal indicating absence of the pen from the recep-
tacle.
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